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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Clement Luciani, RMP acoustic consultancy within Edinburgh 
Napier University 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The principles seem to be more focused on the economic and environmental side of 
sustainability with less considerations for the social side. That social side seems to me central 
as people need to be empowered as citizens rather than consumers in order to actively 
participate in the needed societal change. 

From that perspective, a process-orientated approach seems to me at least as important as 
an outcome-orientated approach to deliver on the zero carbon target for 2045. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Industry is responsible for massive amounts of greenhouse gas emissions as well as wider 
environmental damage though it is in a key position to shift that and be instrumental in 
delivering the zero emission target. 

The current economic system, which prioritises economic growth at the expense of 
everything else, does not allow industry to decarbonise and remain competitive at the same 
time. 

I work in the construction sector and I see that most new build homes (the main bulk of what’s 
built) are built with the intention to achieve the minimum regulatory targets for energy 
efficiency, thermal insulation etc. There are no incentives for developers and builders to do 
any better ecologically. 

The construction sector is an adaptive one but it takes years to develop new construction 
technology and have them rolled out to practice so there needs to be a strategic plan drawn 
up together with all stakeholders to achieve those. There were programmes initiated to 
develop the industry years ago, which were scrapped by the successive governments and 
now time is really running out.   

On the social aspect of things, most of the developments are out of town residential sites with 
no amenities within walking distance or community space for a social fabric to emerge. There 
are no drivers or requirements for developers and builders to do anything different at the 
moment. 

The use of toxic building materials throughout the process is health-damaging for the builders 
as well as the occupiers and there are nearly no regulatory or planning requirements in 
relation to using ecological alternatives for the benefit of all. 

In the existing housing stock sector, so much of it in Scotland is rented accommodation that 
there is no drivers for landlords to ensure their properties are thermally insulated and kept in 
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good condition to improve the occupiers’ quality of life and reduce emissions since the tenants 
pay the bills and endure living in such poorly insulated buildings. Some landlords may not 
have the resources to undertake expensive upgrades to their properties either (double/triple-
glazing, wall and roof insulation, appropriate ventilation, how do you find the right compromise 
between historic features and the need for energy efficiency…). 

The industry does not have the capacity and know-how to undertake these kinds of upgrades 
or build with ecological practices and habits and materials.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Legislation, standards and regulations seem to me the main levers that political powers (local, 
regional, national, EU, international) can use to guide industry towards sound ecological 
practices. 

Developers and builders will not change their ways unless regulatory targets as well as 
planning conditions are set to what’s required to achieve a zero-carbon economy by 2045. 

Planning powers should require that amenities like shops, parks, community centres, cultural 
spaces etc become required associated with any residential development, also looking at 
sustainable transport to tackle the commuting aspect of emissions and quality of life and food 
growing areas (e.g. allotments) are provided. Urban planning is key to envision how to deal 
with waste, energy, water etc within any new developments. 

A massive programme of funding needs to be put in place coordinated with industry, 
educational institutions, public bodies and scientists of various backgrounds to make sure 
that requirements are put in place for new build and existing housing stock to be upgraded 
as required within a given time frame, appropriate practices and workforce. 

Funding in R&D for both educational and industry players need to be multiplied to develop 
ecological alternatives and experimental projects without further delay. 

Economic levers such as taxes and associated need to be used immediately: VAT should be 
removed from any goods and services that are clearly serving common good and restoring 
sustainability and resilience, while VAT should be increased for damaging goods and 
practices. 

Low emission public transport should be heavily subsidised so it becomes by far the most 
economical way to travel. Bus services in towns and cities should be made free through 
council taxes that all pay or increase road traffic and air travel taxes. 

Green spaces should be retained and forbidden to build on, and new ones should be restored 
or put in place for hanging out or food growing. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

I am not sure specifically how the 2021/22 budget should be used but it should have at core 
a principle to invest in sustainability and divest from non-sustainable practices. 
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In recent years, community energy projects have massively reduced because the 
conservative Gvt scrapped feed-in tariffs and other incentives for these to flourish. 
Mechanisms such as these need to be reinstated or similar incentives put in place in different 
ways. If the UK gvt is not prepared to do it, the Scottish Gvt need to put in palce their own 
incentives. 

Investments in fossil fuels need to be left to the mega rich multinational who already benefit 
from the industry and gvt funding should only go to renewable energy and upgrades to the 
grid etc. 

In the construction sectors, the budget should focus on supporting sustainable 
refurbishments by scrapping VAT from these or at least applying the lower VAT rate which 
the new build industry unjustifiably benefits from. 

Lower VAT rates or no VAT should be granted to all builds or refurbishments that promotes 
sustainability beyond the minimum regulatory standards. 

General response 

Not sure what to add. Without being involved in the decision processes and knowing how 
budgets have been allocated over the years, what the difficulties are in the need to 
compromise, what the lobby forces are etc, it is very hard to make useful contributions. 

A means to authentically involve citizens in these kind of conversations should perhaps be 
put in place like the use of citizen assemblies etc 


